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Mobilizing Children and Youth in the One Planet Network to Support Implementation of the Global Strategy on Sustainable Consumption and Production

Call for Proposals

1. The Role of Youth in Advancing SCP

Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) refers broadly to "the use of services and related products, which respond to basic needs and bring a better quality of life while minimizing the use of natural resources and toxic materials as well as the emissions of waste and pollutants over the life cycle of the service or product so as not to jeopardize the needs of further generations.”[footnoteRef:30307] [30307:  Oslo Symposium, Roundtable on Sustainable Production and Consumption, 1994] 


The world's young people – who make up the largest generation of youth in history – can lead a global drive to break the patterns of the past and set the world on course to a more sustainable future. United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres said that “we need to make youth participation the norm, rather than the exception, across decisions, policies and investments”[footnoteRef:26327], echoing the UN’s former Secretary-General stating that youth, with their creativity and idealism, are the key to delivering the goals of the new UN sustainability agenda. Youth are already influencing how the world produces, distributes and consumes while driving green entrepreneurship by designing sustainable products and services. Youth are strong and effective advocates of recycling, reusing and limiting waste, and they are leading technological innovations to foster a resource-efficient economy.[footnoteRef:23769]
	Comment by Paolo Marengo: Wondering if better quoting the current SG (e.g. https://unis.unvienna.org/unis/pressrels/2024/unissgsm1422.html, https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/07/1138897)  [26327:  https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/07/1138897]  [23769:  https://www.un.org/fr/desa/youth-can-lead-drive-set-world-course-more-sustainable-future#:~:text=As%20conscious%20consumers%2C%20young%20people,foster%20a%20resource%2Defficient%20economy.] 

As conscious consumers, young people, if well informed, are at the forefront of a shift toward more fair, equitable and sustainable consumption patterns and sustainable lifestyles. They hold purchasing power in areas like fashion, mobility, tourism, food, technology, and leisure. In a world stretched thin for resources and under the threat of global biodiversity loss and climate change, our lifestyles decisions are putting the planet at risk. We need targeted action. Social media content plays a key role in building opinions of the masses. Many young social media influencers have begun communicating about sustainable lifestyles, making it the new buzz word. Youth are highly motivated to get educated, aware, and informed of ways in which they can act as agents of change towards SCP.[footnoteRef:10920]  [10920:  https://switch-asia.eu/site/assets/files/3428/role_of_youth_in_sustainable_consumption_and_production_scp_v5.pdf] 


2. About the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production 

The 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns (10YFP), adopted in 2012 at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), is a global commitment endorsed by 193 UN Member States to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production (SCP) across all regions and sectors. 

As part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 10YFP is integral to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 12 (SDG 12) on "Responsible Consumption and Production," with a specific focus on SDG 12.1. It serves as a universal framework for decoupling economic growth from environmental degradation, addressing the root causes of the triple planetary crises of climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution. 

The 10YFP is implemented through the One Planet Network (OPN), a multi-stakeholder partnership driving systemic transformations and fostering international collaboration to align consumption and production patterns within planetary boundaries, ensuring sustainable development for present and future generations. OPN catalyzes cooperation among governments, civil society, and the private sector, scaling and increasing the impact of SCP efforts. Together, the 10YFP and OPN provide the foundation for broadening, strengthening, and transforming international action on SCP.

3. Purpose of the call

The One Planet Network aims to strengthen meaningful engagement in environmental governance and accelerate change in high-impact sectors (e.g. food, fashion, mobility, cosmetics, plastics...) by leveraging the power of youth and digitalization. 

On the road to UNEA and the Social Summit, this call aims to collect creative, innovative and impactful proposals from youth to:
(1) Increase awareness raising on sustainable consumption and production challenges,
(2) Promote innovative and effective solutions to address such challenges and foster cooperation for action,
(3) Strengthen partnerships and cooperation to equip young people and vulnerable groups with the new skill sets necessary for a just transition to a more sustainable future,
(4) Accelerate a global movement of change on sustainable consumption and production. 



4. Priority areas for project proposals
Eligible project proposals should support the implementation of SDG 12 on sustainable consumption and production, driving measurable change in three priority areas (using SMART indicators):
1. Consumer Information
2. Sustainable Lifestyles and Skills
3. Sustainable Food systems
Consumer Information
Project ideas should drive meaningful change and support the achievement of the following impacts:
· Knowledge & Advocacy for Consumers’ Rights to Information and Sustainable Products: Empower young consumers to increase awareness on the environmental impacts of their consumption habits, by amplifying existing knowledge, tools and resources from the Consumer Information programme  on ecolabels, product sustainability information, product lifetime and biodiversity, through engaging and ludic means.	Comment by Manon Sennechael: L’affichage environnemental est aussi une illustration de ce type de levier : grâce aux données environnementales et à des outils numériques qui ne tarderont pas à se multiplier (ex : Yuka, applications de coaching numérique pour orienter sa consommation, etc.), on peut simplifier la tâche à ceux qui veulent aligner leurs pratiques sur leurs valeurs écologiques. L’enjeu est à la fois de permettre aux individus de mieux prendre la mesure de leur impact et de leurs moyens d’action (et marges de manœuvre), mais aussi de recueillir de la donnée pour évaluer les évolutions. 	Comment by Manon Sennechael: permettre aux individus de mieux connaître l’impact environnemental de leurs modes de vie, d’identifier de premières actions concrètes à engager
· Capacity Building & Engagement: Empower youth to make more informed choices when purchasing products and services, by sourcing, promoting and disseminating relevant solutions (e.g. credible green labels, awareness raising campaigns, advocating for regulation and access for reliable consumer information) and key initiatives to engage in.
Sustainable Lifestyles and Skills
Project ideas should drive meaningful change and support the achievement of the following impacts:
· Knowledge & Advocacy: Promote sustainable lifestyles solutions across high-impact sectors (e.g. food, fashion, mobility, cosmetics, plastics, electronics...)[footnoteRef:18260] leveraging the power of digital tools to trigger a massive movement of change among youth; socializing existing knowledge, tools and resources from UNEP/10YPF (e.g. The Sustainable Lifestyles Action Academy, My Sustainable Lifestyles Challenge in partnership with UNSSC, Recipe of Change, The Good Life Goals Business Guide, UNEP-UNESCO YouthXchange, The Anatomy of Action, The Good Life Goals, Knowledge center...), to improve knowledge and data, trigger action to adopting the one health approach, and address shared prosperity.	Comment by Manon Sennechael: Mettre en avant les solutions, le « comment » de la transition et non seulement le « pourquoi ».

« Passer le micro » aux émetteurs les plus à même d’atteindre les différents publics, ancrés dans les territoires ou proche de tel ou tel public cible ;	Comment by Paolo Marengo: Is the digital component the main one you would like to invest? I think the engagement of youth from indigenous groups/local communities in sharing experience of innovative ways of shaping sustainable lifestyles based on local culture and values might raise lot of interest. For instance in the recent Dialogue in AP (https://www.unep.org/events/online-event/implementing-unea6-resolution-sustainable-lifestyles-first-regional-dialogue#:~:text=The%20Regional%20Dialogue%20on%20Sustainable,behaviors%20that%20promote%20sustainable%20living) a group of youth  representatives shared very interesting initiatives that would be worth scaling up.	Comment by Paolo Marengo: Recipe of Change might be instrumental to leverage action across the Horeca sector engaging young chefs in using the Recipe of Change toolkit and AI solutions for food waste reduction and drive behavioural change [18260:  Responding to the UNEA 6.8 Resolution adopted by the United Nations Environment Assembly on 1 March 2024.] 

· Engagement and Enabling conditions: Engage youth in developing innovating solutions to embrace sustainable lifestyles, with focus on high impact sectors, e.g. food, mobility, housing, travel, etc. Examples: through impactful and scalable campaigns/challenges in social media, promoting solutions making sustainable lifestyles affordable, accessible, and inclusive, through the establishment of an institutional dialogue between youth groups and Member states to promote enabling conditions to make sustainable lifestyles the norm. 	Comment by Paolo Marengo: Here I would consider to shift a bit the focus towards enabling conditions. I would engage the youth in co-creating enabling conditions based on aspirations, policy frameworks to make sustainable lifestyles affordable, accessible, and inclusive. UNEA 6.8 Resolution represents a platform for establishing institutional dialogue between youth groups and Member States to deliver on policy impact.
· Skills development: Enhance skills development to accelerate the shift to sustainable lifestyles, through partnerships with universities, hardwiring nature and climate into their mindsets, curriculums, values and skillsets to build the capabilities needed for young people to carry this into the workforce, into their communities and into their everyday lives. Leverage and amplify the impact of existing initiatives and platforms set up by the One Planet Network, such as the Green Jobs for Youth Pact and the university network created around the topic of lifestyles and skills in Central Asia and LAC for example.	Comment by Paolo Marengo: I would refer to the contribution to the Green Jobs for Youth Pact	Comment by Paolo Marengo: GO4SDGs supported the establishment of University networks around the topic of lifestyles and skills in Central Asia, LAC that can be used as platforms.
Sustainable Food systems
Project proposals should drive meaningful change and support the achievement of the following impacts:
· Knowledge and Advocacy: 	Comment by Adriana Zacarias Farah: Manon, where are these proposals coming from ? form the sFS prgramme?  I would rather focus on concrete actions solutions to reduce food waste and adopt more low carbon and healthy diets. 	Comment by Manon Sennechael: Yes, these are coming from Patrick and Michael from the SFS Programme. Let me add a point on your suggestion as well, this is an important topic.
· Promote the uptake of SFS Programme Knowledge Hub resources and tools among global and national stakeholders. 
· Represent the Youth Voice in the shaping of the emerging OPN flagship initiative on leveraging sustainable public procurement to advance sustainable food systems, with a current focus on school meals.
· Act as a multiplier by supporting the SFS Programme through communication activities (social media).
· Engagement & Capacity Building: 
· Promote concrete actions and solutions to reduce food waste and adopt more low carbon and healthy diets.
· Participate in relevant working groups of the SFS Programme and attend the SFS Programme’s Multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee meetings with observer status.
Eligible project ideas should be creative, inspiring, action-oriented and impactful, empowering youth to make informed decisions towards sustainable lifestyles, driving change within their sphere of influence.
One organization is encouraged to apply for several projects under this call.

5. Eligibility Criteria
A youth-led organization[footnoteRef:14288] is eligible to apply for this call for proposal provided that it meets the eligibility criteria below. [14288:  “Youth-led" refers to organizations with youth leading the trustee’s board/management committee and/or other decision-making structures. In addition, a young person aged 15-35 must be the project coordinator, playing a principal role in the design, implementation, monitoring and expansion of the project.] 

· Applicants should be a legally registered, non-governmental, non-profit youth-led organization or youth-led social enterprise. The applicant will be required to submit proof of their legal registration. 

· Applicants should have contractual capacity and have been in existence for at least two calendar years before the deadline for submission for applications. The applicant will be required to submit proof of their legal registration.

· Applicants should demonstrate a minimum of 3 years' experience in sustainable consumption and production, particularly in the priority areas of the call – consumer information, sustainable lifestyles and skills, and food systems – demonstrated with clear examples of at least 3-5 programmes/projects on national, regional and/or global scale within each priority area. Applicant to provide website/webpages/award of contracts/letter of completion from the clients with information on above projects, and/or evaluation reports on the same and/or any other similar documentary evidence to demonstrate the work.

· Applicants should demonstrate a track record of having implemented at least 5 youth-focused interventions, such as youth capacity building on SCP. Applicant to provide clear information on projects involving youth and the established intervention mechanisms. Applicant to provide website/webpages with information on above projects, and/or evaluation reports on the same and/or any other similar documentary evidence to demonstrate the work.

· Applicants should demonstrate experience of working with global, regional and national youth organizations and/or networks. Experience with ither key stakeholders (e.g governments, private sectors actors, local communities) will be an advantage. Applicant to provide clear information on projects involving key stakeholders and the established consultation mechanisms. Applicant to provide website/webpages/award of contracts/letter of completion from the clients with information on above projects, and/or evaluation reports on the same and/or any other similar documentary evidence to demonstrate the work.	Comment by Adriana Zacarias Farah: can we softern this.? we are asking too much 

· Applicants should present at least three years of independently audited financial statements. The applicant will be required to submit proof of their financial statements.

· Experience working with the United Nations is an asset.
OPN reserves the right to carry out reasonable due diligence, including contacting references provided and other third parties to confirm the eligibility of respondents, and may refuse to award the grant to a participant if there is suspicion of any irregularity, fraudulent activities, etc.
Note: Youth-led organizations that focus on gender and persons with disabilities that meet the eligibility criteria are encouraged to apply. 
6. Grant agreement
One youth-led organization will be selected and receive the following support:
· Financial support: The maximum possible grant is an equivalent of USD 15,000.00 paid on the UN exchange rate of the date.
· Technical support and assistance: The selected organization will receive technical support to refine, develop and implement their ideas up to one year following the selection date.

7. Selection process
The selection of the youth-led organization will be as per the following steps:
1) Interested organizations should first review the eligibility and selection criteria.
2) After establishing their eligibility to apply, interested organizations should submit their proposal using the template provided (refer to section 10 – How to apply) by March 3rd, 2025 midnight CET, detailing their project ideas.
3) Proposals will be assessed based on the evaluation criteria (refer to section VIII) and the highest ranked organization will be selected, i.e. will receive financial and technical support from the OPN team to implement its project ideas during the year following the selection date.

8. Evaluation criteria
In addition to the eligibility criteria of the youth-led organization, the proposals will be assessed and selected based on the evaluation criteria below.
Relevance:
· The extent to which the project ideas align with the call for proposal’s objective to support the implementation of SDG 12 on sustainable consumption and production, drive measurable change in high-impact sectors, leverage the power of digital means to enhance skills development, drive community engagement and trigger a massive movement of change among youth and beyond.
Feasibility
· The extent to which the solution is technically and economically feasible, and can be done in a simple, measurable, achievable, realistic way and within a time-bound period.
Capacity and Experience
· The organization’s experience working on sustainable production and consumption, particularly with young people, on topics such as food systems, sustainable lifestyles and skills, consumer information, etc.
· The organization’s capacity working in areas related to youth-focused interventions, including but not limited to: capacity building, training, global online campaigns, etc.
Innovation
· The urgency of the problem and the creativity of the proposed solution, i.e. the extent to which the solution adopts unique and new approaches, tools and methodologies, leveraging digital means.
Potential for impact and scalability for replication
· The extent to which the project will maximize scale and impact, effectively and efficiently benefit youth and bring the desired impact for youth, ie. increased awareness, engagement and mobilization on SCP-related issues.
· The extent to which the project demonstrates sustainability and potential for replication and scalability after the completion of the project.
Collaboration and partnerships:
· The extent to which the proposals outline strategic partnership with regional governments, private sector actors and other relevant stakeholders.

9. Timeline
	No
	Activity
	Timeline

	1
	Launch of the call for proposals
	January 28, 2025

	2
	Deadline for submission of project ideas
	March 3, 2025

	3
	Announcement of selected youth organization
	March 23, 2025

	4
	Signing of grant agreement
	March 27, 2025



10. How to apply
Eligible youth-led organizations that meet the criteria are invited to submit their project ideas using the template below:
· Grant application template,
· Budget template,
· Signed Not-for-Profit Full Partner Declaration
The proposal must be submitted in English in PDF by email to oneplanet@un.org, with the subject “OPN Application, [Your organization name] before midnight CET on March 3rd, 2025.
Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted. Only applications that use the provided template will be accepted.
11. Deadline
Midnight CET, March 3rd, 2025
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